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a. Introduction, Background, and 

Objectives  
This paper evaluates the impact of a Full-Time schools 
program in Mexico implemented since 2007-2008 on 
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repetition using four treated and control groups. The program 
was applied to all public schools in basic education with the 
objective to increase instructional time from 4.5 hours to 8 
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c. Research Methods, Samples or 
Data Sources 

The paper takes advantage of the gradual timing of the 
intervention. This starts with a sample of 500 schools treated 
in 2008 and finishes with 6000 in 2013 out of 60,000 primary 
schools in Mexico which could be potentially treated. This 
allows for the construction of different treated and control 
groups. For this I use a novel database constructed with the 



census exam applied to schools in Math and Spanish, and the 
census characteristics of schools, including infrastructure, 
teachers’ characteristics and instructional time and children’s 
grade repetition. 

d. Method of Analysis DiD is performed using as controls 60,000 schools which can 
be potentially treated but are never treated during 2008-2013. 
Then a smaller control group is built using matching 
techniques (PSM) and DiD is conducted again. 

e. Findings The program has a consistent effect on both, math and 
Spanish test scores ranging from 0.12 to 0.21 S.D. depending 
on the group to which is directed and the specification. No 
conclusive results are found on grade repetition (already below 
4% in Mexico). These effects are robust to the construction of 
a second control group using PSM and placebo tests.  
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The contribution of this paper is threefold: firstly it contributes 
to the scarce empirical evaluation literature on the estimation 
of causal impact of extended hours educational programs; 
secondly, it provides to the best of my knowledge and for a 
program of this kind, empirical evidence using census surveys 
and test scores from all primary schools in a country. Finally, is 
the first to offer evidence on this program in Mexico, which is 
aimed to reach 15,000 schools by 2018, implying a cost of 
1US Billions per year for the federal Government.  
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