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THE ABSTRACT  

a
. 

Introduction, Background, 
and Objectives  

This paper examines the long-term unintended 
consequences of abortion law reforms for the 
educational performance of children born after 
liberalization. We exploit the drastic liberalization of 
abortion and contraceptive laws in Romania in 
1989.  The aim of this paper is to study the impact 
of the lift of the abortion ban on school performance. 

b
.  

Theoretical or Conceptual 
Framework (if applicable) 

Abortion law reforms have unintended long-term 
consequences. Literature provides two plausible 
theoretical mechanisms for these observed 
empirical regularities. 
First, being born under a liberal abortion legislation 
increases the likelihood of being planned and 
wanted, which in turn has a positive impact on 
various socio-economic outcomes of an individual. 
Secondly, the lift of abortion law may change the 
composition of women who carry a pregnancy to 
term. As such, the average characteristics of the 
cohorts who became parents after abortion 
legislation reforms might be more favorable for their 
children. 

c
. 

Research Methods, 
Samples or Data Sources 

To explore how the abortion law reforms have 
affected cognitive outcomes of children, we use 
data from the PISA 2006 and 2009 waves. 
 
The advantage of using PISA 2006 is threefold. 
First, PISA 2006 measures the cognitive skills of the 
children born in 1990, the year in which the law 
regarding the abortion legalization in Romania went 
into effect. Second, besides the information 
regarding the student’s birth of month, which helps 
us to delimit the time where the effects of the liberal 
abortion policy were observed, the PISA study 
contains also data on pupils’ social and cultural 
background as well as information about the school 



environment of the students. Third, the fact that we 
use an internationally organized study instead of 
Romanian administrative data represents an 
additional guarantee that the data are not affected 
by the phenomenon of corruption in the educational 
system.  
 
We estimate different effects of being conceived 
and born under a liberal abortion legislation 
compared to those being conceived in the restricted 
society before 1990. We also control for systematic 
differences across treatment and control groups. 
 
The data allow us to accurately disentangle the 
effects of abortion legalization into a composition 
and a wantedness effect. 
 
 

d
. 

Method of Analysis We start by presenting a simple regression 
framework in which we estimate different effects of 
being conceived and born under a liberal abortion 
legislation compared to those being conceived in 
the restricted society before 1990.  
 
Next, we take the advantage of existing similar data 
from other years and employ a difference-in-
differences strategy that exploits the natural 
experiment provided by the drop of the fertility rate 
as a result of the lift of the abortion ban from the 
end of December 1989.. 
 

e
. 

Findings The results of our analysis suggest that the children 
born under a liberal abortion policy score higher in 
test scores, the effects being statistically significant 
only in science and mathematics scores.  
Children born just after the abortion liberalization 
are also more likely to attend an academic high 
school compared to those born under the old 
abortion law. 
 

f. Conclusions, Scholarly or 
Scientific Significance, 
and Implications 

Our findings suggest that the access to family 
planning has a positive impact on the development 
of cognitive skills later in life, which in turn may lead 
to better outcomes also on the labour market. 
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